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talker, sometimes a witty talker. He can 
talk éntertainingly — chiefly about him- 
self, it is true — but he can talk énter- 
tainingly, can organise games and amuse- 
ments, and take the Iead in them; but 
hère, as a rule, his accomplishments end. 
He is an acquisition at a dinner party or 
a picnic, but in any of the serious affaire 
of Iife he is a clog and a hindrance, if 
no worse. Thèse superficial and flashy 
qualities stand him in good stead. There 
is no one half as objectionable who is sô 
much cpnsidered, who has so many al- 
Iowances made for him, who is so gên- 
erai^ excused, who is so often forgiven, 
who finds so many to plead for him, who 
escapes so many of the just conséquences 
of his acts. 

Several reviewérs hâve taken me to 
task for attaching the name of the Artistic 
Tempérament to this unattractive set of 
qualities, but the responsibility is not 



mine. I found the name already current. 
I can trace it to no book, no written rec- 
ord, but it is current in the mouths of men, 
and I hâve often heard it alleged in excuse 
or in explanation of some mode of action 
that the actor possesses the Artistic Tem- 
pérament. Ail I hâve done is to describe 
at Iength the peculiarities to which I 
found the name already attached. It is 
true that the name is not descriptive, but 
I know of no name that would be descrip- 
tive. Sir Ronald Ross suggests the Vain 
Tempérament, and no doubt vanity is a 
very large ingrédient in the mental make- 
up of thèse people; but it is not ail, and 
heartlessness is even more prédominant. 

The man of Artistic Tempérament is 
usually élever, but he is always incapable, 
and this Ieads us to the very important 
distinction between cleverness and capa- 
bility, which deserves separate consid- 
ération. 



LA KULTUR 

Che giova aver dottrina, 
metodo, disciplina, 
se tutto questo vale 
solo a far bene il maie? 

What avails it to bave knowledge 
System— discipline, 
if ail this serves 
solely to do evil well? 



-Front Epigrams oj War, 
by Giovanni Lanzalone 



